CLAIMS 

1. A reproducing apparatus comprising: 

a contents data recording medium in which a plurality of 
contents data are recorded; 

environmental variable acquisition means for acquiring 
environmental variables ; 

reproduction history storage means for preserving 
identification information of the reproduced contents data 
combined with the environmental variables at the time of 
reproduction; and 

reproduction control means for selecting and reproducing 
contents data from said contents data recording medium based on 
similarity between environmental variables at present and 
environmental variables stored in said reproduction history 
storage means. 

2. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, 

wherein said environmental variables include at least one 

of location information^ time information and environmental 

information^ 

positioning means to specify the location is provided when 
said environmental variables include location information; 

timer means to measure the time is provided when said 
environmental variables include time information; and 

an environmental information sensor to measure the 



environmental information is provided when said environmental 
variables include environmental information. 

3. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said environmental variables include at least two 

of location information, time information and environmental 
information, and 

said reproduction control means obtains said similarity 
with respect to any one of location information, time 
information and environmental information of said environmental 
variables; obtains said similarity with respect to the other 
information than said one of information when a plurality of 
similar environmental variables based on this similarity exist; 
and selects and reproduces the contents data from said contents 
data recording medium based on this similarity. 

4. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising : 

attribute information storage means to preserve attribute 
information of said contents data associated with identification 
information of said contents data, 

wherein when it is judged based on said similarity 
obtained that no environmental variables of the past similar to 
environmental variables at present exist, said reproduction 
control means obtains closeness as suitability between 



environmental variables at present and the attribute information 
of said contents data, and selects and reproduces the contents 
data from said contents data recording medium based on the 
suitability. 

5. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein when it is judged based on said similarity 

obtained that no environmental variables of the past similar to 
environmental variables at present exist, said reproduction 
control means sends environmental variables at present to a 
service center, and selects and reproduces the contents data 
from said contents data recording medium based on identification 
information sent from the service center, and 
said service center includes: 

storage means to record said attribute information of the 
contents data associated with the identification information of 
the contents data and 

selection control means to select the identification 
information of the contents data judged to be close to the 
environmental variables based on the suitability between the 
environmental variables supplied and said attribute information, 
and to send the identification information to said reproduction 
control means. 

6. A reproduction control method, comprising the steps 
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of: 

storing identification information of contents data to be 
reproduced associated with environmental variables at the time 
of reproduction; 

obtaining the similarity between environmental variables 
at present and said stored environmental variables; and 

selecting and reproducing contents data based on said 
similarity. 

7. The reproduction control method according to claim 6, 
further comprising the step of: 

selecting contents data based on the closeness between 
environmental variables at present and attribute information of 
the contents data, when it is judged based on said similarity 
that no environmental variables of the past similar to 
environmental variables at present exist. 

8. The reproduction control method according to claim 1, 
wherein said similarity obtaining step and/or said 

selection step is performed at a service center and after the 
result is received^ the contents data is reproduced based on the 
result . 
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